


Activity. Energy. Community. Connections. Discovery.

Great places have these characteristics and more. Speakers at the Lowry 
Redevelopment Authority’s (LRA) “placemaking” workshop on April 10 
presented case studies of successful places in Denver and Aurora. Discussion 
followed on how to apply the key principles of these places to the last five 
development sites in Lowry, including the Buckley Annex and Hangar 2.

Monty Force, deputy director of the LRA, gave a brief overview of the Lowry 
Community Reuse Plan and how it has evolved over the years. Created by 
hundreds of community leaders in 1991–1993, the reuse plan identified 
general land uses for areas within Lowry and was meant to be a guiding 
document for future development that also provided flexibility to meet 
changing market and community needs. The LRA has deviated from the reuse 
plan a number of times. In the original plan, there was no retail town center, 
and no residential uses were slated for the “Business Training Center.” Today, 
the Lowry Town Center District is an integral part of the community and home	
to hundreds of residents. 

The LRA’s established committee review process ensures that development 
decisions are thoughtfully considered by the cities of Denver and Aurora and 
by community stakeholders inside and outside of Lowry, Force said.

Tyler Gibbs, the community planning and development department manager 
for the City and County of Denver, talked about popular places in Denver 
including the Riverfront Commons downtown and Old South Gaylord Street 
in Washington Park. He said these areas, much like Lowry, are constantly 
transforming, evolving and sustaining. 

Bob Watkins, director of planning for the City of Aurora, focused his 
presentation on the Original Aurora Arts District, the Havana Street District 
and the Fitzsimons campus. He also mentioned that the City of Aurora 
recently approved new “urban street standards” designed to create a unique 
pedestrian experience on streets. 

Todd Johnson, principal with Design Workshop, has been the LRA’s planning 
consultant for more than ten years. He described the evolution of planning 
at Lowry, from the Southwest Neighborhood, West Neighborhood, Northwest 
Neighborhood, Town Center District and EastPark Neighborhood. 

“There is a demonstrated link between quality and diversity of places, 
sustainability and economic success,” he said. “You find that at Lowry.”
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Welcome to EastPark
Construction is underway at Lowry’s last residential 
neighborhood. Several builders have started construction	
at EastPark and more are set to break ground this summer 
and fall.

The EastPark neighborhood is not traditionally designed,	
 as street grids are replaced by winding streets lined 
with trees. The neighborhood has access to more than 	
500 acres of nearby parks and recreational areas, including 
the playing fields of the Sports Complex, Big Bear Ice	
Arena, Westerly Creek Dam and Creek, and Mira Vista	
Golf Course. And, with a high point of 5,400 feet, EastPark	
enjoys some of Lowry's best views of downtown and the 
Front Range mountains. 

Approximately 600 homes are planned, including a variety 
of condominiums, townhomes, patio homes, single-
family homes and custom homes at prices ranging from 
the low $100s to $1 million. Watch www.lowry.org for 
more information.

Denver Changes Neighborhood Crime Reporting Policy; 
Lowry drops in rankings

Steam Plant Gallery of Homes Success
Last month’s Steam Plant Gallery of Homes Tour and Art Walk raised 
$4,370 for the Lowry Foundation. Nearly 400 people toured the Steam 
Plant’s luxury patio homes and row homes, and browsed the artwork by 
local artists or galleries. The funds will be distributed to art and history 
education programs within Lowry. The event was sponsored by Steam 
Plant Partners, Pinnacol Assurance, Land Title, Lowry Redevelopment 
Authority, New Leaf Home Team, Downtown Aurora Visual Arts and The 
Other Side of Arts.

Buckley Annex Redevelopment Planning Update
Conceptual plans for the Buckley Annex are emerging based on input from four community task forces over the past	
several months. All concepts include a variety of housing types and prices, commercial and retail uses and community 
parks. Task forces are considering urban planning principles, market research, integration with surrounding neighborhoods,	
traffic impacts and other criteria. A final plan will be submitted to the Air Force in September. 

The task forces will meet again June 13, August 1 and September 10. Meetings are held at the Lowry Redevelopment 
Authority Offices, 555 Uinta Way, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. More information available at www.lowry.org/buckleyannex/
taskforces.htm.

The Denver Department of Safety will change its method of reporting neighborhood population 
figures when it releases its annual crime data in 2007. Officials estimate that the change will drop 
Lowry from 13th to 52nd in crime rates among Denver neighborhoods.

Denver currently follows standard practice by utilizing U.S. Census Bureau data when it reports 
population statistics. Lowry doubled in population from 2000 to 2005, so per-capita crime based 	
on the 2000 Census overstates crime rates in the area. Starting with the 2007 annual neighborhood 
crime report, Denver will use data collected by the Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG), 
which releases annual population estimates.

According to the DRCOG data for 2000 to 2005, Lowry would drop from 13th to 52nd in citywide 
rankings with 56 crimes per 1,000 people. There are 78 neighborhoods in the city rankings.

Tom Russell, a Lowry neighbor and University of Denver law professor with expertise in social 
science statistics, said that 52nd is likely still too high because Lowry neighbors are more likely 
than many other Denverites to report crime to the police. 

“Even after correcting the demographic blunder, our willingness to call the police probably pushes 
us higher in the rankings,” Russell said. He also notes that thefts from construction sites inflate the 
reported crime rate when compared with neighborhoods that are fully built. 

“Lowry is a very safe neighborhood,” said Russell, who runs a safety/crime listserve for the Northwest 
Neighborhood. “There are some thefts from open garages, a very small number of burglaries, and 
some car issues.”

Russell also offers crime prevention tips available at www.LowryLink.com. 

Jazz and Java Spice Up Colfax Marathon
Even if you’re not running in the Colorado Colfax Marathon on May 20, you can still be a part of 
the festivities. Kick back with a cup o’ joe and groove to live music by local bands as you cheer 
on marathoners as they pass through Aurora at Java Fest, a marathon “Motivation Station.”

Java Fest at Fletcher Plaza will kick off at 6 a.m. Live music continues until 1 p.m. Throughout 
the day, sample coffee from local vendors, discover an Ethiopian Coffee Ceremony, have your 
handwriting analyzed, or try your luck with life-sized chess, a giant crossword puzzle, Bocce 
Ball, and croquet. Admission is free. Fletcher Plaza is located at 9898 E. Colfax Ave. For more 
information, call 303-326-8FUN or visit www.auroragov.org/java.

Johnson also noted the last five development sites at Lowry: the Buckley Annex 
(72 acres), Lowry Campus (150 acres), Hangar 2 (6 acres), Crosswinds (6 acres)	
and a parcel at Lowry Boulevard and Yosemite Street (4 acres). The LRA does 
not own all of these properties but its staff, committees and task forces can 
encourage developers to incorporate the following principles:

•	Best use for the sites
•	Diversity of uses and residents
•	Distinctive character made up of multiple destinations
•	Diversity of parks and open space
•	Compatible with adjacent uses
•	Emphasis on lifelong learning
•	Broad traffic distribution and walkability
•	Publicly accessible, non-gated
•	Meeting unmet needs
•	Supported by market analysis
•	Has community support

These principles will help committees evaluate new development proposals. 
New projects are reviewed by the Lowry Planning/Disposition Subcommittee, 
Lowry Community Advisory Committee, Lowry Design Review Committee and 
the LRA Board of Directors. Meetings are open to the public and posted on 
www.LowryLink.com under Public Meetings.

Sell Your Stuff
The 2007 Lowry Community Yard Sale is set for Saturday, June 9 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. All Lowry residents are encouraged to participate regardless if you 
live in an apartment, townhome, loft or single-family home. Simply send your 
name, street address (including a cross-street), phone number and email (if 
available), plus list the types of items (maximum of six) that you plan to sell, 	
to Laura Daily at ldaily@sopris.net. Your address and items for sale will be listed 
on the Yard Sale Address Map. 

For more information, visit the Lowry Community Yard Sale group page on 	
www.LowryLink.com.


