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Lowry Vista Development Team Submits GDP,  
Open House Set for Nov. 12 
Last month, the Lowry Vista development team officially submitted its General Development Plan 
(GDP) to the City and County of Denver. The Lowry Community Master Association is hosting 
a community open house where the Lowry Vista team will give an update on the development 
process and review the GDP. The open house is set for Nov. 12 at 6 p.m. at the Eisenhower Chapel. 
Additionally, the City of Denver’s public meeting on the GDP is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 25 
at 6 p.m. at the Windsor Gardens Auditorium. Public comments on the contents of the GDP will 
be recorded. 

Similar to any neighborhood organization, the LRA will closely review the GDP and submit comments 
to the City. Once complete, the comments will be available for download at www.lowry.org. For more 
information about Lowry Vista, visit www.lowryvista.com.

As Lowry residents and the Lowry Foundation 
looked at options for artwork in the Southwest 
Neighborhood, they wanted a piece that was 
symbolic, aesthetically pleasing and easy to 
maintain. Local artist Mike Mancarella was able 
to deliver on just that and much more in his piece 
“Prairie Wings.”

“Prairie Wings” in Bayaud Park serves as a symbol 
of Lowry’s past, present and future. Part of the piece 
resembles the wings of an airplane, referencing 
Lowry’s past, and the circular piece represents the 
Lowry vision that has almost come full circle. 

Mancarella explains that the piece “is not only 
interesting, but also efficient, much like Lowry.” 
The art was assembled using durable products 
like concrete, stainless steel and aluminum. 
The light bulbs used to illuminate the park at 
night are efficient energy savers. It will require 
little maintenance, serving as a long standing 
representation of Lowry and its journey.

“Mike went through a lengthy selection process 
with a panel of residents,” said Julie Church Thomas, 
executive director of the Lowry Foundation. “We 
were thrilled that the Lowry residents were able to 
play such an integral role in the development of 
one of the largest pieces of art in the community.” 

Bayaud Park is just a few blocks south of the Lowry 
Town Center. For more information about the artist, 
visit www.junoworks.com.  

Last month, the Lowry Redevelopment Authority (LRA) successfully refinanced 
its Tax Increment Financing (TIF) bonds, securing available funds to complete 
several public projects in the Lowry community. The funds will allow for 
completion of the Lowry Dog Park, Linear Park, Yosemite Open Space and 
connection and additional enhancements to the Great Lawn. In total, the 
LRA was able to secure the $8.8 million needed to finish these important 
community projects.

“We couldn’t be happier about this refinance,” said Tom Markham, executive 
director of the LRA. “This is a win-win situation for us, the City of Denver 
and the community. The refinance was only made possible because of the 
great success of Lowry, which has turned the former non-rated bonds into 
investment grade bonds. These funds will allow us to deliver on the original 
vision of several community projects, including the Great Lawn.”

To cover expenses for demolition, parks, infrastructure, and a DPS elementary 
school, the LRA issued TIF bonds in 1998, 2000 and 2002. It was expected 
that the bonds would cover the costs for these projects. However, unforeseen 
events impacted the LRA’s ability to complete these projects:

•	� In 2003, asbestos was discovered in the soils of the Northwest Neighborhood. 
Although the Air Force is liable for the costs of cleanup, it has refused to 
pay these costs. Not wanting to stall development at Lowry, the LRA, with 
legal consent, used TIF funds to clean up the asbestos found on LRA land. 

•	� Also, that year the cities of Denver and Aurora changed their directives 
to the LRA on the construction of Yosemite Street from Lowry Blvd. to 1st 
Ave., asking the LRA to make Yosemite a through street. This new public 
infrastructure project was never funded by TIF bonds. 

The asbestos cleanup and Yosemite Street redesign reduced the funds available 
for originally planned projects. Additionally, the LRA wanted to build a dog 
park and make other improvements to existing public parks that were also 
not funded by earlier TIF bonds. 

In early 2008, the City of Denver requested that the LRA investigate the 
possibility of removing the City’s moral obligation for payment of bonds if 
there was a shortfall in tax revenues. In July 2008, after investigating the 
alternatives, and in consultation with Denver Urban Renewal Authority (DURA) 
and the City of Denver, the LRA began the process to refinance the TIF bonds. 

“This is great news for the Lowry community,” said John Ackerman, president 
of the Lowry Community Master Association (LCMA). “The dog park will be a 
fantastic addition to Lowry’s recreational amenities, and it will be particularly 
exciting to see it built near our newest neighborhood, EastPark. The park 
wasn’t part of the original Lowry plan, and the LRA and the Friends of the 
Lowry Dog Park should be commended for their hard work and creativity in 
making this possible.”

New Artwork Symbolizes  
Lowry’s Vision

Lowry Secures TIF Bond Refinance

The Wasson’s moving day to Lowry’s EastPark 
neighborhood was a little hectic, as are most 
moving days, but now the couple is enjoying 
the great amenities of their new neighborhood. 

The Wassons are one of several residents that 
recently moved into McStain’s single-family 
homes in EastPark. Homeowners of The Arbors 
have also settled in their new low-maintenance 
patio homes. EastPark’s convenient location to 
downtown, its proximity to Prospect Park and 
its close-knit community feeling have topped 
the list of favorite amenities for new residents. 

“The best part of living in EastPark is its location,” 
Wasson said. “We have a great view of the 
mountains and the city from our home, and we 
are just steps away from the great Prospect Park.”

The Wasson family also enjoys the strong sense 
of community that they’ve found at EastPark.

“EastPark has its own identity because it’s a 
little further off from the rest of Lowry,” Wasson 
said. “We are surrounded by open space, and it 
feels like our own little place.”

McStain homeowner Dan Shultz recently moved 
with his family from the countryside to EastPark. 
Shultz said the best thing about his new home 
is its energy efficiency, as his home features 
solar panels and water conservation amenities. 
The Arbors also feature energy saving options. 

EastPark is Lowry’s last classic neighborhood. 
Four model homes are now open in the neigh-
borhood. For more information, visit http://
www.lowry.org/eastpark.

LRA Names Lowry Resident to Board 
Lowry resident Mark Betchey was recently named to the Lowry Redevelopment Authority (LRA) Board of Directors. 
Betchey will serve a three-year term. An active Lowry resident, Betchey has served six years on the Lowry Community 
Advisory Committee. This established Lowry committee advises the LRA Board of Directors on potential community 
impacts of redevelopment activities.

“We are pleased that Denver has named Mark to our board,” said Tom Markham, executive director of the LRA. “Mark’s 
dedication to the development of the Lowry neighborhood makes him the perfect candidate.”

Betchey works as the national program manager for the Oracle Corporation, focusing on statewide Enterprise Resource 
Planning (ERP) procurements. His work includes the successful launch of the City and County of Denver’s 311 program 
and developing regional plans resulting in the expansion of Oracle’s market presence.

“It has been an absolute pleasure to be a part of the planning process of this great Lowry neighborhood,” Betchey said. 
“I am proud to call Lowry home, and I look forward to working with the LRA board more closely.”

EastPark Neighborhood Welcomes First Residents

Several community projects, amenities  
will move forward this spring 



Lowry Redevelopment Authority November  2008

Lowry Vista Development Team Submits GDP,  
Open House Set for Nov. 12 
Last month, the Lowry Vista development team officially submitted its General Development Plan 
(GDP) to the City and County of Denver. The Lowry Community Master Association is hosting 
a community open house where the Lowry Vista team will give an update on the development 
process and review the GDP. The open house is set for Nov. 12 at 6 p.m. at the Eisenhower Chapel. 
Additionally, the City of Denver’s public meeting on the GDP is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 25 
at 6 p.m. at the Windsor Gardens Auditorium. Public comments on the contents of the GDP will 
be recorded. 

Similar to any neighborhood organization, the LRA will closely review the GDP and submit comments 
to the City. Once complete, the comments will be available for download at www.lowry.org. For more 
information about Lowry Vista, visit www.lowryvista.com.

As Lowry residents and the Lowry Foundation 
looked at options for artwork in the Southwest 
Neighborhood, they wanted a piece that was 
symbolic, aesthetically pleasing and easy to 
maintain. Local artist Mike Mancarella was able 
to deliver on just that and much more in his piece 
“Prairie Wings.”

“Prairie Wings” in Bayaud Park serves as a symbol 
of Lowry’s past, present and future. Part of the piece 
resembles the wings of an airplane, referencing 
Lowry’s past, and the circular piece represents the 
Lowry vision that has almost come full circle. 

Mancarella explains that the piece “is not only 
interesting, but also efficient, much like Lowry.” 
The art was assembled using durable products 
like concrete, stainless steel and aluminum. 
The light bulbs used to illuminate the park at 
night are efficient energy savers. It will require 
little maintenance, serving as a long standing 
representation of Lowry and its journey.

“Mike went through a lengthy selection process 
with a panel of residents,” said Julie Church Thomas, 
executive director of the Lowry Foundation. “We 
were thrilled that the Lowry residents were able to 
play such an integral role in the development of 
one of the largest pieces of art in the community.” 

Bayaud Park is just a few blocks south of the Lowry 
Town Center. For more information about the artist, 
visit www.junoworks.com.  

Last month, the Lowry Redevelopment Authority (LRA) successfully refinanced 
its Tax Increment Financing (TIF) bonds, securing available funds to complete 
several public projects in the Lowry community. The funds will allow for 
completion of the Lowry Dog Park, Linear Park, Yosemite Open Space and 
connection and additional enhancements to the Great Lawn. In total, the 
LRA was able to secure the $8.8 million needed to finish these important 
community projects.

“We couldn’t be happier about this refinance,” said Tom Markham, executive 
director of the LRA. “This is a win-win situation for us, the City of Denver 
and the community. The refinance was only made possible because of the 
great success of Lowry, which has turned the former non-rated bonds into 
investment grade bonds. These funds will allow us to deliver on the original 
vision of several community projects, including the Great Lawn.”

To cover expenses for demolition, parks, infrastructure, and a DPS elementary 
school, the LRA issued TIF bonds in 1998, 2000 and 2002. It was expected 
that the bonds would cover the costs for these projects. However, unforeseen 
events impacted the LRA’s ability to complete these projects:

•	� In 2003, asbestos was discovered in the soils of the Northwest Neighborhood. 
Although the Air Force is liable for the costs of cleanup, it has refused to 
pay these costs. Not wanting to stall development at Lowry, the LRA, with 
legal consent, used TIF funds to clean up the asbestos found on LRA land. 

•	� Also, that year the cities of Denver and Aurora changed their directives 
to the LRA on the construction of Yosemite Street from Lowry Blvd. to 1st 
Ave., asking the LRA to make Yosemite a through street. This new public 
infrastructure project was never funded by TIF bonds. 

The asbestos cleanup and Yosemite Street redesign reduced the funds available 
for originally planned projects. Additionally, the LRA wanted to build a dog 
park and make other improvements to existing public parks that were also 
not funded by earlier TIF bonds. 

In early 2008, the City of Denver requested that the LRA investigate the 
possibility of removing the City’s moral obligation for payment of bonds if 
there was a shortfall in tax revenues. In July 2008, after investigating the 
alternatives, and in consultation with Denver Urban Renewal Authority (DURA) 
and the City of Denver, the LRA began the process to refinance the TIF bonds. 

“This is great news for the Lowry community,” said John Ackerman, president 
of the Lowry Community Master Association (LCMA). “The dog park will be a 
fantastic addition to Lowry’s recreational amenities, and it will be particularly 
exciting to see it built near our newest neighborhood, EastPark. The park 
wasn’t part of the original Lowry plan, and the LRA and the Friends of the 
Lowry Dog Park should be commended for their hard work and creativity in 
making this possible.”

New Artwork Symbolizes  
Lowry’s Vision

Lowry Secures TIF Bond Refinance

The Wasson’s moving day to Lowry’s EastPark 
neighborhood was a little hectic, as are most 
moving days, but now the couple is enjoying 
the great amenities of their new neighborhood. 

The Wassons are one of several residents that 
recently moved into McStain’s single-family 
homes in EastPark. Homeowners of The Arbors 
have also settled in their new low-maintenance 
patio homes. EastPark’s convenient location to 
downtown, its proximity to Prospect Park and 
its close-knit community feeling have topped 
the list of favorite amenities for new residents. 

“The best part of living in EastPark is its location,” 
Wasson said. “We have a great view of the 
mountains and the city from our home, and we 
are just steps away from the great Prospect Park.”

The Wasson family also enjoys the strong sense 
of community that they’ve found at EastPark.

“EastPark has its own identity because it’s a 
little further off from the rest of Lowry,” Wasson 
said. “We are surrounded by open space, and it 
feels like our own little place.”

McStain homeowner Dan Shultz recently moved 
with his family from the countryside to EastPark. 
Shultz said the best thing about his new home 
is its energy efficiency, as his home features 
solar panels and water conservation amenities. 
The Arbors also feature energy saving options. 

EastPark is Lowry’s last classic neighborhood. 
Four model homes are now open in the neigh-
borhood. For more information, visit http://
www.lowry.org/eastpark.

LRA Names Lowry Resident to Board 
Lowry resident Mark Betchey was recently named to the Lowry Redevelopment Authority (LRA) Board of Directors. 
Betchey will serve a three-year term. An active Lowry resident, Betchey has served six years on the Lowry Community 
Advisory Committee. This established Lowry committee advises the LRA Board of Directors on potential community 
impacts of redevelopment activities.

“We are pleased that Denver has named Mark to our board,” said Tom Markham, executive director of the LRA. “Mark’s 
dedication to the development of the Lowry neighborhood makes him the perfect candidate.”

Betchey works as the national program manager for the Oracle Corporation, focusing on statewide Enterprise Resource 
Planning (ERP) procurements. His work includes the successful launch of the City and County of Denver’s 311 program 
and developing regional plans resulting in the expansion of Oracle’s market presence.

“It has been an absolute pleasure to be a part of the planning process of this great Lowry neighborhood,” Betchey said. 
“I am proud to call Lowry home, and I look forward to working with the LRA board more closely.”

EastPark Neighborhood Welcomes First Residents

Several community projects, amenities  
will move forward this spring 



In This Issue:
Standard Pacific Homes	 Pg. 1   

New Artwork 	 Pg. 2

Lowry Vista GDP	 Pg. 2

EastPark’s First Residents	 Pg. 2

LRA Refinances Bonds	 Pg. 3

New LRA Board Member	 Pg. 3   

555 Uinta Way • Denver, CO 80230

November 2008

Lowry Redevelopment Authority

Lowry is a developing area, and information can change as plans evolve. For current news and information about Lowry, call 303.326.7162; visit 
LowryLink.com or attend a public meeting. For Lowry Community Master Association questions, call 303.362.7103. For environmental clean-up 
questions, contact Elizabeth Sopher, LAC environmental specialist at 303.948.4122. NOTE: Please stay out of construction areas for your safety.

Standard Pacific Opens New Model Cottage Home 

November 6		  Lowry Design Review Committee, 8 – 11:30 a.m., LRA, CANCELLED

November 13		 Lowry Community Master Association, 6 – 7:30 p.m., Eisenhower Chapel

November 14		 Lowry Foundation Board, 8:30 – 11:30 a.m., Eisenhower Chapel

November 18		 Lowry Community Advisory Committee, 5:30 – 7 p.m., LRA, CANCELLED

November 20		 Lowry Design Review Committee, 8 – 11:30 a.m., LRA

November 20		 Lowry Planning & Disposition Subcommittee, 4 – 5:30 p.m., LRA, CANCELLED

November 21		 Colorado Community Land Trust, 7:30 – 9 a.m., 1730 Gaylord St.

Get involved in your community! Everyone is invited to attend public meetings. For an upcoming schedule, see the back page. 
All public meetings are also posted on www.LowryLink.com under Public Meetings. Agendas are posted prior to the meeting when 
possible. Log on today!
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Public Meetings Schedule

All public meetings are held at the 
Lowry Redevelopment Authority (LRA), 
555 Uinta Way, Denver 80230, unless 
noted. Everyone is invited. Meeting 
agendas and event information are  
posted on www.LowryLink.com  
when available.

Standard Pacific Homes recently opened its model home 
in Lowry’s EastPark Neighborhood. This exclusive cottage 
home enclave borders the beautiful 2.5-acre Prospect 
Park featuring a playground, picnic shelter, walking paths, 
native grass areas and a multi-use open space area for 
picnics and lazy afternoons. Interested homebuyers 
can choose from four attractive two-story plans with 
alley-loaded garages, finished basement options, useful 
outdoor living space, nine-foot ceilings on upper and 
lower levels, and plenty of energy efficiencies to suit 
any green buyer.

Floor plans range from 1,597 to 2,062 square feet. In 
addition, the cottage homes feature stone, brick and 
stucco exteriors with modern interiors. Homebuyers at 
EastPark will find some of Lowry’s best views of downtown 
and the mountains and have easy access to an abundance 
of recreation and entertainment. Standard Pacific 
(formerly Writer Homes) has been building single-
family homes and townhomes in Lowry for nearly 10 
years. Known for its popular townhomes bordering 
Lowry Boulevard, as well as the single-family homes 
in the West and Northwest neighborhoods, Standard 
Pacific is truly a Lowry tradition.

Call or come by for a model visit today. The model is 
located at 5th Ave and Alton Way. For more information 
please contact Ron or Connie at 303-344-0247 or email 
LowryCottagesColorado@stanpac.com.


